
DESIGNING WITH DINGBATS 1/14/2019                           
 
Last week you downloaded the ‘font’ Faux Snow.  That will be used tonight. 
Have a picture selected you want to use in this lesson. 

• Open a new page in PSE.   Open > New > Blank File > Select the Option 
Scrapbooking > OK 

• Click the “Create a New Layer” icon to activate a new layer above the 
background layer.  

 
Step 1:  ADDING A FRAME FROM GRAPHICS AND ADDING A PICTURE 

1. Click the Graphics icon at the bottom of the Layers Panel.  Select these 
options at the top of the Graphics Panel. 

2. Double click the frame you want.  Size it and then click in the frame and select your picture.   
3. Click on PLACE at the bottom of the screen it will appear in the frame.  You can size it to fit the frame. 

 
Step 2:  CREATING A BACKGROUND 

1. Go back to the Layers Panel. 
2. Look at your picture and decide on a color for your background.  Select the Color Picker tool, 

hover over the color and click it.  That will put it in the foreground color swatch. 
3. Select the ‘Layer 1’ that you created earlier. 
4. Select the Paint Bucket tool.  Hover and click.  This will fill the area with the selected color.  

 
Step 3:   TYPE TOOL 

1. Select the top layer and then ‘Create a New Layer’ as you did above. 
2. Get the Type Tool.  Select the Faux Snow, increase the size 

to around 200pts and make sure Style is set to None.  
3. Click the Color Chip in the Options bar to choose a color for 

your dingbat. 
4. Click on your page and type the dingbat you want.  You may need to type several ‘letters’ to find the ones 

you want.  Type each one separately.  As you type it will form a new layer.   
 

Step 4:  MIX IT UP 
1. OPACITY:  Changing the opacity of a layer can make it look entirely different.  
2. SIZE:  Changing the size of different dingbats will make it much more 

interesting.   The way that offers you the most options is to select your 
Move Tool, click the dingbat you want to change, use one of the corner bounding boxes to drag in or out to 
change the size. 

3. COLOR:  Select the dingbat you want to change and then change the color chip in the Options bar.  
 
Step 5:  JAZZING UP THE BACKGROUND 

1. From the Enhance section of the Tools select the 
Sponge/Dodge/Burn tool.  It could look different than this picture at 
the last tool that was used will be displayed. 

2. Set the options for both the Dodge and 
Burn selections to this:  

3. Be on the Layer 1 layer.  First use the Dodge and draw over the page.  It will lighten 
the color.  Do the same with the Burn tool, it will darken the area.  


